
UPSTATE NEW YORK CONFERENCE CHAPTER, 

METHODIST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL ACTION 
 

Enter my annual MFSA membership in the following category: 
 

     $500+ Stellar ($50 for Chapter) 

     $200 Spirited ($160 for National MFSA;  

  $40 for local Chapter) 

     $150 Supporting ($120 National; $30 Chapter) 

     $100 Sustaining ($80 National; $20 Chapter) 

     $60 Subscribing ($48 National; $12 Chapter) 

     $   Set your own membership amount 

     In addition to my membership dues, I enclose  

 an extra contribution for the work of the  
 Chapter in the amount of: $   . 
 

Your tax-deductible membership includes a  
subscription to the National MFSA’s  
Social Questions Bulletin newsletter. 

 

Enclosed Total = $   
(Please make checks payable to “Troy Chapter MFSA”) 

 

   Name(s):       
 

   Prefered Phone #:      
 

   E-mail:       
 

   Address:       
 

        Zip:    
 

   Congregation:      
 

Please send this form and your check payable to: 
       Upstate NY Chapter MFSA,  
       Heather Smith, Membership Secretary 
       877 Cunningham Ct., Niskayuna, NY 12309. 
 

Questions? 
Contact Heather at beezermcgee@yahoo.com) 

 

National membership amounts will be forwarded to 
the MFSA Washington, D.C. office. 

 

~ No one is denied membership for lack of funds. ~ 
 

Winter 2009 

100 Years of Making a Difference 

In the Methodist Church 
 

Originally the Methodist Federation for Social Service, 
(now MFSA) was founded in 1907 by several Methodist 
Episcopal clergy to direct church attention to the enor-
mous human suffering among the working class. The 
aims of this organization were inspired in a large part by 
the importance that John Wesley placed on working for 
the betterment of humankind, and a belief in a direct rela-
tionship between the teachings of Christ and efforts to-
ward positive social change. MFSS met with immediate 
success in rallying American Methodists around Social 
Gospel issues, and in 1908 achieved the adoption of 
Christianity’s first Social Creed. 
 

In the following four decades, members of the Federation 
encouraged significant contributions to labor rights, Tem-
perance, and the Women's Suffrage movements. In the 
1930's MFSA adopted as a goal the replacement of an 
economic system based on the struggle for profit  by 
"social-economic planning to develop a society without 
class or group discriminations and privileges." The 
1940’s and 50’s saw the greatest growth for MFSA, as it 
continued its economic justice activities while contributing 
to the World War II peace movement. A dedicated rem-
nant, seeing the importance of an independent advocate 
of social action in the church, kept the Federation alive 
despite a period of decline during the post-war McCarthy 
era. 
 

Over the past six decades MFSA has experienced a 
broad revival and has re-established the Federation as a 
force within United Methodism, continuing to support the 
worker’s movement, and monitoring the New Far Right 
presence in the denomination. MFSA was the leading 
force in the struggle for UM support of disinvestment 
from South Africa, and the Federation continues to make 
a major impact every four years at the denomination's 
General Conference. The Federation unites activist 
United Methodists to promote action on justice, peace, 
and liberation issues confronting the church and society. 
MFSA seeks to witness to the Gospel of Jesus and to the 
transformation of the social order that is intrinsic to the 
church’s entire life, including its evangelism, preaching, 
counseling, and spirituality. For more information, visit 
the national website at www.mfsaweb.org. 



Why should I join? 
 

By joining the MFSA, you: 
 

Å Commit to personal advocacy and work for 
peace, eliminating poverty, realizing people’s 
rights, and promoting progressive initiatives. 
 

Å Connect with other United Methodists working 
for social change. 
 

Å Receive the latest information and resources 
from the progressive movement, it’s allies, 
and its opponents. 
 

Å Financially and personally support the work of 
an organization committed to progressive initiatives 
within the United Methodist Church and throughout 
the world. 
 

Purpose of the MFSA 
 

An independent organization of United Methodists, 
MFSA works primarily through the ministries of  
the United Methodist Church, supporting and aug-
menting peace and justice ministries at the local, 
conference, and national levels. As an independent 
organization, we call our church to expand its under-
standing of the radical call of the Gospel to be the 
inclusive, justice-seeking, risk-taking Body of Christ. 
MFSA tries to live out the belief that to be faithful 
witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be in-
volved in the transformation of the social order. 
 

MFSA Resources 
 

~ The Social Questions Bulletin, a bimonthly 
newsletter... published continuously since 1911. 
Providing current information about justice 
struggles, social analysis, theological reflection, 
action alerts, and news from the chapters. 
 

~ The National MFSA staff offer workshops,  
retreats, and presentations for church agencies 
and for local congregations. 

National MFSA Priorities 
 

Peace: Amid a culture of violence, MFSA will 
work to create a culture of peace through nonvio-
lence training and will promote a just and 
lasting settlement to conflicts in the Middle 
East. The Federation will work for disarmament, 
an end to the war in Iraq, and opposition to 
America’s preemptive strike policy. MFSA will 
call for restorative justice, promoting mediation 
and opposing capital punishment. 
 

Poverty: MFSA seeks to end poverty through 
global initiatives and domestic support of a living 
wage, universal health care, and relief for poverty
-stricken peoples. The Federation will engage in 
study and analysis of economic systems and 
continue to call for economic justice and sustain-
ability in the United States and around the world. 
 

Peopleôs Rights: MFSA acknowledges the real-
ity of white privilege and commits to vigilant work 
to dismantle racism. The Federation campaigns 
against the torture of prisoners of war and seeks 
to uphold the rights of American immigrants and 
workers. MFSA’s commitment to full inclusivity in 
church and society includes supporting the rights 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender per-
sons, ongoing support of reproductive choice, 
and support for persons with disabilities. MFSA 
will continue to call for corporate accountability 
and promote the separation of church and state. 
 

Progressive Initiatives:  MFSA continues to 
raise awareness around activities of conservative 
renewal movements, some of which are 
actively pursuing the option of a schism within 
the UMC. Additionally, the Federation will work 
with others to strengthen and build a progressive 
coalition of United Methodists, grounded in 
sound theological study. 

Upstate New York MFSA 

     Chapter Priorities 
          R e c o g n i z i n g 
            that we live in times which call  
   for a more focused, scripturally 
   -based, prophetic witness to  
        the church and the world, 
the Upstate New    York Chapter identified the 
following priorities: 
 

Progressive Legislation - Our chapter will continue 
to write, promote, and support legislation that 
challenges both our conference and the general 
church to become more focused on issues of justice, 
peace, and inclusion. Our two annual chapter 
meetings (Oct. and at Annual Conference) will focus 
on potential action plans and drafting legislation 
and we will utilize our developing communications 
tools to keep people aware and prepared. 
 

Education & Understanding  - The chapter will 
promote easier access to accurate, provoking, and 
current resources through better communications 
including an accurate mailing, phone and email list 
for the chapter, and an up-to-date chapter website 
(www.unymfsa.org/) that provides both long term 
information and timely updates on current events 
and news. We will continue to host our open dinner 
meeting at Annual Conference, bringing in guest 
speakers who can help us educate and support 
members of our Conference in fulfilling the goals of 
MFSA. 
 

Supporting National MFSA  - The UNY chapter 
will provide opportunities for people to learn more 
about the national MFSA organization and its priori-
ties through education and communication, and 
will continue to support and promote programs for 
local congregations to make deeper commitments to 
MFSA. 


